ANTHONY   EDEN
doing injury to our trade and causing suffering to our people.
As for super-tax, it was playing with, words to suggest that be-
cause you lay the burden on the super-taxpayer, it was he who
was going to bear it. The extra burden always percolated
through all sections of the community. In this context Eden's
Protectionism appears somewhat scanty and forgetful.
He was more at ease condoling with the Government over
the comparative failure of the London Naval Conference that
had been inaugurated under such ambitious and happy aus-
pices. He detected at the root of the Government's dilemma
an essential incoherence. He asked the Government to leave
off gilding the lily of Anglo-American friendship—c a very
pleasing but now happily unnecessary pastime—in order to
grasp some of the thistles that were flourishing in the Euro-
pean garden.' Then rather surprisingly: ' What the Govern-
ment should be considering to-day is the movement for the
economic federation of Europe. There is for instance the pro-
posal of M. Briand, who is above all things a practical states-
man, for a United States of Europe.   His motto was a
paraphrase  from  Burke,   " we  had  to  contrive so to be
Imperialists as not to forget that we are Europeans, and co-
ordinate our Imperialism with our existing but not always
pleasant European responsibilities." ' All through the session
we find Eden asking anxious questions about the Govern-
ment's intentions on a revision of the Covenant, and it is fair
to suggest that his anxiety was the outcome of a very lively
appreciation of the nature of our existing obligations.  All
through his caveats have a genuine ring about them, and are
based on a belief that if we carried out the spirit and the letter
of our word already given, we would have our hands full but
could make the system work.
He was even more opposed to the verbose commitment of
the General Act to which we agreed in March 1931 than to
the special liabilities of the Optional Clause. In the debate on
the General Act,1 he recalled from his personal experience the
1 On March. 9, 1931.
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